Ungefar halften av de intervjuade ar fodda har och halften
ar inflyttade fran olika hall. Nagon kommer fran Skillingaryd,
en annan fran Svappavaara. Andra kommer langvaga fran
Alexandria, Damaskus eller Casablanca. Var och en med
personliga historier om varfor just Goteborg blivit deras
hemstad. Kanske var det slumpen, arbetet, musiken, krig
eller karlek som forde dem hit. »Jag ar ganska stolt att bo
har | Goteborg« sager en kyltekniker som vaxte upp |
Kapstaden. Han planerade att flytta till England, men
traffade en svenska, foljlde med hit och bildade familj.

Manga av goteborgarna talar varmt om narheten till haturen
och vattnet, saval havet som insjoarna. En annan sak som
ofta namns ar Goteborgs oppenhet — staden upplevs som
lattsam och valkomnande. En ekonom som flyttat hit med
sin famil fran den kinesiska hamnstaden Dalian, beskriver
Goteborg som »valbekant«.

arfor bo 1 Goteborg?

Why live in Gothenburg?

About half of the interviewees were born in Gothenburg

and half have moved here from different places. One person
comes from Skillingaryd in Southern Sweden, another from
Svappavaara in Northern Sweden. Others came from afar, from
places such as Alexandria, Damascus, or Casablanca. Everyone
has personal stories about why Gothenburg has become their
hometown. Maybe it was chance, work, music, war, or love that
brought them here. »I'm quite proud to live here in Gothenburg«
says a refrigerator technician who grew up in Cape Town.

He planned to move to England, but met a Swedish woman,
came with her, and started a family.

Many of the citizens of Gothenburg speak warmly of the close-
ness to nature, especially water; both the sea and the lakes.
Another thing that is often mentioned is Gothenburg’'s openness
— the city Is perceived as easy-going and welcoming. An eco-
nomist who moved here with his family from the Chinese port
city of Dalian describes Gothenburg as »familiar«.

Manga goteborgare qgillar sin stadsdel, dar de tycker sig ha
nara till allt och kanner sig hemma. Fa aker till andra stads-
delar om de inte har en sarskild anledning. | stallet ror de
SIg | Invanda monster mellan hemmet, skolan, arbetsplatsen
och affaren. »Backa ar hemma« sager en stodassistent som
har vuxit Ihop med sin stadsdel efter manga ar.

Sarskilt ar det familj och vanner som far Goteborg att kannas
som hemstad. Om slakten har bott har | generationer ar det
sjalvklart att man hor hemma har, tycker flera. Det berattas
ocksa om communities runtom | fororterna, dar sadant som
nationalitet, gemensamma intressen eller slaktskap star-

ker hemkanslan. »Om man kanner sig utanfor sa finns det
Mmanga grupperingar | Goteborg dar man kan passa in. Det
maste inte vara just pa stallet dar man bor, men det finns
manniskor som haller pa med samma saker« berattar en
larare som laser till programmerare.

Kanner du dig hemma?

Do you feel at home?

Many Gothenburgers like their own neighbourhoods, where
they feel close to everything and feel at home. Few go to other
suburbs unless they have a special reason. Instead, they move
In familiar patterns between home, school, workplace and
grocery store. »Backa Is home« says a support assistant who
after living there for many years, feels that she has become
part of her neighborhood.

It is family and friends that make Gothenburg feel like home.
Many think that if your family has lived here for generations,
then it goes without saying that you belong here. People also
describe that there are communities of interest around the
suburbs, where things like nationality, common interests or
kinship strengthen the feeling of home. »If you feel left out,
there are many groups in Gothenburg where you can fit in.

It doesn't have to be exactly where you live, but there are
people doing the same things« says a teacher who Is studying
to become a programmer.



